Association of lupus anticoagulant with severe valvular heart disease in systemic lupus erythematosus.
Two cases of systemic lupus erythematosus with hemodynamically significant mitral valve dysfunction and associated lupus anticoagulant are reported. Both patients underwent valve replacement and both had thrombus formation on the mitral valve, one pre- and the other postoperatively. Both patients suffered a number of extracardiac thromboses at different times in the course of their illness. The contribution of the lupus anticoagulant to the thrombotic problems, and its possible relationship to the pathogenesis of Libman-Sacks endocarditis are discussed.